
Bob Colbert

A  S o l o  P e r f o r m a n c e  b yA  S o l o  P e r f o r m a n c e  b y

Friday, December 8 at 7 pm
Saturday, December 9 at 7 pm
Sunday, December 10 at 2 pm

CharlesCharlesCharles
Dickens'Dickens'Dickens'

S t e e l  C i t y  S h a k e s p e a r e  C e n t e rS t e e l  C i t y  S h a k e s p e a r e  C e n t e r
a n d  t h e  W e s t  V i e w  H u b  p r e s e n ta n d  t h e  W e s t  V i e w  H u b  p r e s e n t



Proud SCSC Season Sponsor

since 2016

Accepting New Patients!

Gibsonia Office: 724-443-5710

North Hills Office: 412-364-7144
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Steel City Shakespeare Center'sSteel City Shakespeare Center'sSteel City Shakespeare Center's
10th Anniversary Season is10th Anniversary Season is10th Anniversary Season is
dedicated in loving memorydedicated in loving memorydedicated in loving memory

to our dear friendto our dear friendto our dear friend
Tracey D. TurnerTracey D. TurnerTracey D. Turner

Old Sinbad in The Seven Voyages ofOld Sinbad in The Seven Voyages ofOld Sinbad in The Seven Voyages of
Sinbad (2017)Sinbad (2017)Sinbad (2017)
Duke Frederick/Duke Senior in As YouDuke Frederick/Duke Senior in As YouDuke Frederick/Duke Senior in As You
Like It (2020)Like It (2020)Like It (2020)
Scrooge in A Christmas Carol: A RadioScrooge in A Christmas Carol: A RadioScrooge in A Christmas Carol: A Radio
Drama (2020)Drama (2020)Drama (2020)
Cerimon/Dionyza/Bawd in Pericles (2021)Cerimon/Dionyza/Bawd in Pericles (2021)Cerimon/Dionyza/Bawd in Pericles (2021)
Lady Macbeth in Macbeth (2022)Lady Macbeth in Macbeth (2022)Lady Macbeth in Macbeth (2022)

Martin Luther King Jr.'s Letter FromMartin Luther King Jr.'s Letter FromMartin Luther King Jr.'s Letter From
the Birmingham Jail (2018)the Birmingham Jail (2018)the Birmingham Jail (2018)
The Twelve Dates of Christmas (2021)The Twelve Dates of Christmas (2021)The Twelve Dates of Christmas (2021)
Dracula (2022)Dracula (2022)Dracula (2022)

As PerformerAs PerformerAs Performer As DirectorAs DirectorAs Director



Bob Colbert (he/him) 
Previously with SCSC: As actor: Will Shakespeare in The Heavy Gait of
Night, Pistol/French King/others in Henry V, Falstaff/Dr. Caius in The
Merry Wives of Windsor, Simonides/Lysimachus/Cleon in Pericles,
Polonius/Horatio in Hamlet
As director: A Midsummer Night's Dream (upcoming),The Merry Wives of
Windsor

Bob is thrilled to be returning to Steel City Shakespeare Center. Bob has
also performed with such Pittsburgh theater companies as Poor Yorick's
Players, Pittsburgh Shakespeare in the Parks, and Gemini Children's
Theatre. At Gemini, Bob performs in both their mainstage shows and their
field trip/school outreach program and recently served as a teaching artist
for the SCSC Youth Academy's Summer Camp. Enjoy the show!

Bob Colbert
Charles Dickens



Charles Dickens
Author

Charles  Dickens was born February 7, 1812, in
Portsmouth, Hampshire, England, the second of
eight children to John and Elizabeth Dickens. As a
young boy, he was a voracious reader, considering
Robinson Crusoe, Gil Blas, and the English
translations of the 1001 Nights tales some of his
favorite stories.

When young Charles was 12 years old, his idyllic
childhood was upended when his father, who
worked as a Navy pay officer, was sentenced to
debtors prison and was joined there by his wife
and eight children, as was common practice at the
time. This period of time, marked by harsh child
labor experiences and often harsh and unstable
living conditions, would inspire many of the great
works he would go on to write in adulthood.

By age 20, he was drawn to the theater and briefly
pursued a career as an actor before landing work
as a journalist with publications such as Monthly
Magazine and The Mirror of Parliament.

His success as a journalist gave him access to
many of London’s elite social circles and led to
friendships with many of the most popular
novelists of the time, particularly William Harrison
Ainsworth, who would serve as a mentor to
Dickens in his early career. In 1836, publisher
Chapman and Hall contracted Dickens to write a
monthly serial that would become his first novel,
The Pickwick Papers.

In that same year, Dickens married Catherine
Thomson Hogarth, and they would go on to raise
ten children. Dickens would go on to become the
most celebrated British writer of the Victorian era
with works including Oliver Twist, Great Expectations,
David Copperfield, and Nicholas Nickleby among
many others.

His novella A Christmas Carol was published in
1843, written as a commentary on the harsh
economic conditions of working-class Londoners
and also partly inspired by a visit to Pittsburgh in
1842. This story is among his most treasured and
has been translated and adapted countless times
for film and theater performances.

Dickens passed away June 9, 1870, in Higham,
Kent, England, after suffering a series of strokes
and was laid to rest in the Poets Corner at
Westminster Abbey in London.
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Coming soon...

in 2024

SCSC Youth Academy

Winter Session:
Grades K-12
January-February 2024

Hamlet
by William Shakespeare
Directed by Cat Aceto
March 2024

All programs are free to all participants
Please visit our website for more information

To be, or not to be, that is the question,

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing end them? To die: to sleep;

No more; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks

That flesh is heir to, 'tis a consummation

Devoutly to be wish'd. To die, to sleep;

To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there's the rub;

For in that sleep of death what dreams may come

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,

Must give us pause: there's the respect

That makes calamity of so long life;

For who would bear the whips and scorns of time,

The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely,

The pangs of despised love, the law's delay,

The insolence of office and the spurns

That patient merit of the unworthy takes,

When he himself might his quietus make

With a bare bodkin? who would fardels bear,

To grunt and sweat under a weary life,

But that the dread of something after death,

The undiscover'd country from whose bourn

No traveller returns, puzzles the will

And makes us rather bear those ills we have

Than fly to others that we know not of?

Thus conscience does make cowards of us all;

And thus the native hue of resolution

Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought,

And enterprises of great pith and moment

With this regard their currents turn awry,

And lose the name of action.

This above all -- to thine own self be true

Speak the speech

The plays the thing

Something is rotten in the state of denmark

About my brains

The readiness is all

now i am alone

words, words, words

By William ShakespeareBy William Shakespeare

HHamletamlet
Directed and DesignedDirected and Designed

by Cat Acetoby Cat Aceto

A MidsummerA MidsummerA Midsummer
Night's DreamNight's DreamNight's Dream

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

DIRECTED BY BOB COLBERT

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
by William Shakespeare
Directed by Bob Colbert
Summer 2024

Now is the Winter of our
Youth’s content

SCSC Youth Academy
Winter Session

Grades K-12
Mondays and Fridays

 in January



435 Perry Highway

West View, PA 15229

www.westviewhub.org

Library - Food Pantry - Immersive Arts Center

A Place to Connect


